
examples of storys from the front line 
Update on what is happening with entries to care 
The number of entries to care has fallen significantly over the past five years, 
though has tapered off in the last two years.
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*s78: interim legal orders used to bring a child/young person into custody to secure their safety, and until a final decision can be made
Care Agreement: agreements with a parent/guardian/carer who is temporarily unable to provide care
Planned Entry: legal orders used to place a child in care
Urgent Entry: short-term interim legal orders used to remove a child/young person when there is an immediate safety concern, and until a final decision can be made

The decrease in entries to care  
coincides with key events 

The largest drop in entries to care coincides with the at-
tempt to bring a newborn pēpi Māori into care in May 2019
and the subsequent reviews. It also coincides with the intro-
duction of a range of legislative changes, including the new 
section 7AA legislation. 

Included in the legislative changes is the requirement to “set 
measurable outcomes for Māori children and young persons 
who come to the attention of the department” and to “seek to 
develop strategic partnership with iwi and Māori organisations.” 
Alongside this, internal changes have been made, such as 
strengthened policies and practice guidance.

The largest decrease in entries to 
care was for tamariki Māori

IN-CONFIDENCE#

Fiscal Year s78
Care 
Agreement

Planned
Entry

Urgent 
Entry

F2013 753 801 197 777
F2014 847 690 167 821
F2015 722 511 158 762
F2016 799 491 338 906
F2017 1042 457 87 811
F2018 963 421 122 815
F2019 781 418 123 650
F2020 395 320 97 528
F2021 258 370 80 404
F2022 247 260 71 458

Fiscal Year
No care
history

Previously
in care

F2018 1856 464
F2019 1541 431
F2020 994 346
F2021 807 305
F2022 740 296
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The two charts on this page go on the 
bottom left section of the non-map 
side of the A3 (where "Local issues,
local solutions" originally sat).

Changed titles slightly, and added comma 
separators to axis. Smoothed the lines on the 
top chart. 

Entries to care by pathway*

Entries to care by care history

Total entries to care: all children

2,397  1,036 Children  (57% or 1,361 
F2017 F2022 entered care fewer than in 2017)

Total entries to care: tamariki Māori

1,642  648 Children  (61% or 994 
F2017 F2022 entered care fewer than in 2017)

This decrease has tapered off in the past two years

648 Entries into care for tamariki Māori in F2022 
(3% or 17 fewer than in 2021)

The proportion of entries that were for tamariki Māori peaked in 
2017, and has remained relatively stable over the past three years

69% 63% 
F2017 F2022

Additional Commentary

• Use of s78 dropped dramatically in the past five years.
They made up 43% of entries in F2017, but only 24% of 
entries in F2022.

• While the overall number of Urgent Entries has also 
decreased in the past five years, they made up 34% of 
entries in F2017 and 44% of entries in F2022.

• Entries by unborn and newborn children have dropped
in the past five years. They made up 26% of entries in
F2017, but only 18% of entries in F2022.

• This trend tapered off in recent years, as has the overall
trend in entries to care. In F2021, entries by unborn and 
newborn children made up 17% of entries. There were ten 
fewer entries in this cohort 
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IN-CONFIDENCE#

Māori entries to care by age per year
Rate per 1,000 children
FY 0-1 2-4 5-9 10-13 14+
F2018 10.0 4.5 3.7 4.8 4.4
F2019 8.0 3.8 2.8 3.7 3.8
F2020 4.8 2.0 1.9 2.0 3.2
F2021 2.8 1.4 1.1 2.4 3.2
F2022 3.4 1.4 1.4 2.1 2.7

Non-Māori entries to care by age per year
Rate per 1,000 children
FY 0-1 2-4 5-9 10-13 14+
F2018 1.7 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.8
F2019 1.5 0.7 0.6 0.8 0.9
F2020 1.0 0.4 0.4 0.6 0.8
F2021 0.8 0.3 0.2 0.6 0.8
F2022 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.6
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"Māori entries to care by age per year" is the third graph 
on the right-hand section of the non-map side of the A3.

"Non-Māori entries to care by age per year" is the fourth 
graph on the right-hand section of the non-map side of the
A3.

Smoothed the lines and removed 
"per year" from the title in both 
charts.

Māori entries to care by age
Rate per 1,000 children
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Māori entries to care by age per year
Rate per 1,000 children
FY 0-1 2-4 5-9 10-13 14+
F2018 10.0 4.5 3.7 4.8 4.4
F2019 8.0 3.8 2.8 3.7 3.8
F2020 4.8 2.0 1.9 2.0 3.2
F2021 2.8 1.4 1.1 2.4 3.2
F2022 3.4 1.4 1.4 2.1 2.7

Non-Māori entries to care by age per year
Rate per 1,000 children
FY 0-1 2-4 5-9 10-13 14+
F2018 1.7 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.8
F2019 1.5 0.7 0.6 0.8 0.9
F2020 1.0 0.4 0.4 0.6 0.8
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"Māori entries to care by age per year" is the third graph 
on the right-hand section of the non-map side of the A3.

"Non-Māori entries to care by age per year" is the fourth 
graph on the right-hand section of the non-map side of the
A3.

Smoothed the lines and removed 
"per year" from the title in both 
charts. Non-Māori entries to care by age

Rate per 1,000 children
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Fiscal Year s78
Care 
Agreement

Planned
Entry

Urgent 
Entry

F2013 753 801 197 777
F2014 847 690 167 821
F2015 722 511 158 762
F2016 799 491 338 906
F2017 1042 457 87 811
F2018 963 421 122 815
F2019 781 418 123 650
F2020 395 320 97 528
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The two charts on this page go on the 
bottom left section of the non-map 
side of the A3 (where "Local issues,
local solutions" originally sat).

Changed titles slightly, and added comma 
separators to axis. Smoothed the lines on the 
top chart. 

IN-CONFIDENCE#

Total number of entries to care by ethnicity per year
Fiscal Year Māori Māori & PacificPacific NZ Euro Other
F2013 1391 178 192 753
F2014 1383 220 220 688
F2015 1223 167 186 566
F2016 1466 200 181 680
F2017 1410 232 153 588
F2018 1357 208 139 598
F2019 1104 166 158 533
F2020 720 85 98 433
F2021 564 101 64 378
F2022 560 88 53 309

F2021 665 165
F2022 648 141

Total number of entries to care by age group by year
Fiscal Year Prebirth 0-1 2-4 5-9 10-13 14+ Grand Total
F2013 70 493 343 485 533 601 2525
F2014 69 492 339 458 578 589 2525
F2015 81 410 312 409 449 492 2153
F2016 83 516 378 558 471 526 2532
F2017 125 499 345 538 447 440 2394
F2018 111 490 333 504 446 436 2320
F2019 79 404 283 381 416 409 1972
F2020 37 253 153 269 268 360 1340
F2021 23 161 113 159 289 367 1112
F2022 15 179 124 172 244 302 1036

-35% 11% 10% 8% -16% -18% -7%
-8 18 11 13 -45 -65
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"Total number of entries to care by ethnicity
per year" is the first graph on the right-hand
section of the non-map side of the A3.

"Total number of entries to care by age group
by year" is the second graph on the right-hand

Removed "per year" and
"by year" on these axes,
and added comma 
separators to the axis in
the top chart.

Also added macrons to
ethnicity chart

Total number of entries to care by age group



Regional Breakdown 

North and West Auckland  
Total 78  - Pop Rate 0.6

Te Tai Tokerau 
Total 88  - Pop Rate 1.9

Bay of Plenty  
Total 97  - Pop Rate 1.0

Central Auckland  
Total 125 - Pop Rate 1.0

East Coast 
Total 100  - Pop Rate 1.4

Wellington 
Total 103  - Pop Rate 1.0

Canterbury 
Total 85  - Pop Rate 0.6

Lower South 
Total 68  - Pop Rate 1.1

Upper South 
Total 47  - Pop Rate 1.2

Taranaki-Manawatu 
Total 87 - Pop Rate 1.0

Waikato 
Total 95 - Pop Rate 1.0

South Auckland  
Total 92  - Pop Rate 0.8

Rate of entries to care  
per 1,000 children by regions F2021

Reports of concern (ROCs) and total entries to care 
and protection custody by region (including warrants)
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30 June 2022 
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Quarterly Report to 30 June 2022
The top diagram shows the flow of children and young people over the twelve months to 30 June 2022, from reports 
of concern through to eventual exit from care and protection. This is accompanied by a count of distinct children at 
each interaction point - counting each child only once regardless of how many times they had a given interaction over 
the twelve month period.

The bottom charts show the current number of children and young people in care as at 30 June 2022, and provides 
demographic information on them including gender, age, and ethnicity.

Quarterly Report
Care and Protection interactions

Care and Protection custody of the CE

4,800

GENDER ETHNICITY AGE

Note: Overall percentages may not always add to 100 percent due to rounding. Care numbers (including entries and exits to care) do not include warrants (s39, s40, s42, s48) as they are generally shorter than five days.

Region Rate of  
ROCs per 
1,000 children

Number  
of entries  
to care

Rate of 
entries 
per 1,000 
children

F2021 F2022 F2021 F2022 F2021 F2022

Te Tai Tokerau 109 93 88 95 1.9 2.1

North and  
West Auckland

45 30 78 64 0.6 0.5

Central Auckland 43 36 125 100 1.0 08

South Auckland 61 47 92 85 0.8 0.7

Waikato 80 57 95 74 1.0 0.8

Bay of Plenty 86 77 97 109 1.0 1.1

Taranaki-Manawatu 79 66 87 83 1.0 1.0

East Coast 77 68 100 115 1.4 1.6

Wellington 51 46 103 83 1.0 0.9

Upper South 79 74 47 47 1.2 1.2

Canterbury 74 69 85 105 0.6 0.8

Lower South 58 50 68 56 1.1 0.9

Other - - 47 20 - -

Grand Total 66 55 1,112 1,036 1.0 0.9

East Coast 
Total 115  - Pop Rate 1.6

North and West Auckland  
Total 64  - Pop Rate 0.5

Te Tai Tokerau 
Total 95  - Pop Rate 2.1

Bay of Plenty  
Total 109  - Pop Rate 1.1

Central Auckland  
Total 100  - Pop Rate 0.8

Wellington 
Total 83  - Pop Rate 0.9

Canterbury 
Total 105  - Pop Rate 0.8

Lower South 
Total 56  - Pop Rate 0.9

Upper South 
Total 47  - Pop Rate 1.2

Taranaki-Manawatu 
Total 83  - Pop Rate 1.0

Waikato 
Total 74  - Pop Rate 0.8

South Auckland  
Total 85  - Pop Rate 0.7

Rate of entries to care  
per 1,000 children by regions F2022

Entries to care have decreased  
across most care and protection  
regions over the past year 
While the rate of entries to care has decreased 
slightly, the Canterbury region saw the largest 
increase in entries over the past year. 

At the same time, reports of concern (ROCs) 
decreased across all care and protection 
regions over the past year. 
 
The decrease in ROCs over the past year (15%) 
is much more pronounced than the decrease in 
entries (7%) for the same period. 

Central Auckland, Waikato, and Lower South Te Tai Tokerau continues to have  
regions experienced a similar decrease in the rate of entries. the highest rate of entries.

IN F2021 IN F2022 IN F2021 IN F2022 IN F2021 IN F2022

1.0 0.8 1.1 0.9 1.9 2.1 
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tamariki tamariki tamariki tamariki tamariki tamariki
Central Auckland / Waikato  Lower South 

66,400

34,800

7,000 750

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

REFERRED FOR ASSESSMENT 
OR INVESTIGATION

FAMILY GROUP  
CONFERENCES HELD

ENTERED CAREREPORTED TO USCare and 
Protection

49,300

29,300

5,150 710

Children & 
young people  
we worked 
with during the 
twelve months 
to 30 June 
2022
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Total Reports of Concern, Assessments (FAR), and
Family Group Conferences (FGC) 


