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Collaboration 
 
• We (Oranga Tamariki and the Office of the Children’s Commissioner) 

collaborated alongside: 

• the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
• almost 100 schools from around the country that helped with the 

survey 

• the Office of the Children’s Commissioner community partners  

• Oranga Tamariki sites.  

 
We are most grateful to the children and young people who participated 

in the project for their time, wisdom and insights.  



What did we ask? 
 

• Children and young people’s views on 

having a good life 

• What gets in the way of a good life? 

• What helps to achieve a good life? 
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423 FACE TO FACE 
PARTICIPANTS 



423 FACE TO FACE 
PARTICIPANTS 

We targeted our face to face conversations to ensure we heard from those we knew 
would be more likely to be experiencing challenges in their lives. These included: 
• children and young people living in poverty 
• living in state care 
• with a disability 
• from rural and isolated areas 
• aged under three years 
• with refugee backgrounds 
• who identify as LGBTIQ+ 
• who are recent migrants 
• or who have received a mental health diagnosis.  



What did we hear? 









1) Accept us for who we are and who we want to be  



2) Life is really hard for some of us 



3) To help us, help our whānau and our support crew 



4) We all deserve more than just the basics   



How you support us matters just as 
much as what you do  





Outcomes of this work 

• These views have informed and fed into the draft 
Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy, and the 
Oranga Tamariki Action Plan. 

• We’ve used feedback from the report to inform 
work across community, schools, government, 
NGO’s and research institutes 

• This work has impacted general practice, 
including how people deliver support services, 
and how people interact with children and young 
people everyday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What’s next? 

• We are continuing to look at the views we 
heard. This work includes re-analysis of the 
views heard from specific groups. 

• The first of these is a report which compares 
what we heard overall with what we heard 
from children and young people in the care of 
Oranga Tamariki.  

• We are continuing to feed back to the 
community, and our community partners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 




